Higher education or higher fiction ? Why universities “produce” faked Bachelors and Masters

Polish universities released 4 million graduates since 1995. Only in 2008 0,5 mln, and 17% of them become unemployed. New graduates, educated supposedly according to European standards, amount to 35% employed and 25% of professionally active. If they were educated even not well but average, they should cause scientific and technological revolution and since they didn’t it means that their education was faked. There are two main systems of resources’ allocation – In command or centrally planned economy resources are allocated according to explicit instructions from a central authority or on the other hand in market economy resources are allocated through individual decision making. In higher education we have discovered new system – government doesn’t command and the market doesn’t work. Market doesn’t work smoothly because tuition fees are only in private schools which admit one third of students and these schools mainly demand from them only regular payment of fees and from professors to not evaluate them strictly. All these schools educate only on “cheap” departments that is they release 82% of economists and marketing specialists, only 3% engineering specialist and 0% of doctors. Although those universities exist in our country for many years, they still don’t have their own personnel. They employ only 16 thousands of lecturers, and most of them consist of professors from public universities who decided to work there as a second post or old-age pensioners. So for one professor in a private school there is 41 students which is amount almost three times bigger than in public universities.

Public schools are mostly free of charge but mainly don’t contribute a lot to the well being of their students. Government was not interested for 18 years to reform its universities thinking that they are self-reliant and they will transform on their own. Poland has the lowest expenses incurred per one student among OECD countries and these expenses are two times lower than average among OECD countries. Universities don’t react to signals from job market and virtually don’t transform the way they educate people and mainly they change only the names of specializations which sounds more modern and that’s all. Public universities like private are trying to admit students for cheap departments and that’s why we can see ridiculous structure of specialist in which dominate marketing, management and law graduates. We “produce” much more specialist in those fields than other OECD countries – Poland 47% of all students, OECD average 37% but unfortunately we educate less doctors (Poland 6% OECD 13%) and engineers.

There is a chance that life will force some changes because of lower population explosion. In 4 years time number of people who will be in academic part of life will be reduced for almost a half. Today 3,9 mln people in 4 years 2,2 mln. This fact means that theoretically half of total number of universities may disappear and it will be great when only the strongest and most needed school will remain on the market and meanwhile improve their level of teaching.

In Poland there is a huge number of universities, sometimes people joking that you can find one on each street. There is a lot of advertisements which encourage students to submit papers to those schools. Of course economics, marketing, management, political sciences etc. are most widespread. Unfortunately level of education is not very high, there is a well known ranking of 500 best universities in the world and only 2 of polish universities are there – Jagielonski from Cracow and Warsaw University. More and more people are getting their titles but they don’t receive more than that. Very often this is only valueless piece of paper and they are not well prepared for their job, and for life with the exception of polytechnics and medical universities but they are not especially popular due to the high level of physics and mathematics. The main cause of such bad situation is the strategic purpose of our reformers to raise the level of scholarship in our country. To make long story short it means that the purpose is to make education accessible to the highest number of people even if huge part of these people will be trained poorly. The best medium to accomplish this goal is to lessen demands. As you may see the system which aim to educate all leads to the situation when all are not well trained. Market trend seems to be unnoticed by universities which are trying to offer people studies which are easy to finish but are deprived of clear subject or way. Maybe the market is forced by students, because actually we have market economy so when they still don’t see the problem probably they want such education but this means deceiving oneself.. But still KFC and McDonald’s are willing to hire them ;)

